‘Evaluate the view that the only political parties that matter in our political system are
the Labour and Conservative parties’ ANSWER 1

The view that the (abour and Conservative Parties are the only partiec that matter in our political cyctem is valid.
This is proved by both the Labour and Conservative Party currently taking vp the majority of the ceatc in Parliament.
Additionally, cince the 1920¢ only the Labour Party or Conservative Party have ever been in power. fowever, in 2010
a coalition government between the Concervatives and (iberal Democrate was formed which cvggects that other

political parties do hold some cigunificance in our political syctem. e

[ This introduction gives both sides but doesn’'t come to a view. ]

It could be arqued that the Conservative and (abour Parties are the only onec that matter because the two parties
take vp the majority of the ceate in Parliament. At the 2019 General Election, the Concervative Party won 365 ceate
in Parliament, this made them the party with the most seate in Parliament and therefore the party in government,
with their leader Boris Johnson ac Prime Minicter. The party with the second greatest number of ceate was the
Labour Party with 203 ceatec in Parliament. These statictics alone svggect that thece two partiec are the only onec
that matter in our political syctem as they make vp 568 out of 650 ceats in Parliament. [However, there are currently
& other political part:’ec/independeut candidatec with representation in Parliament, making vp the remaining ceats.
P This cuggests that other parties do still matter in our political syctem ac they have reprecentation in Parliament. All
" of thic evidence doec however cvggest that the view that the Labour and Concervative Parties are the only parties
that matter in our political cystem is valid because they are the two moct powerful partiec in the UK right now, ac

they have the moct elected MPs in Parliament who have the ability to inflvence decicions. o

Here they are showing the opposing argument, but

it is too brief, possibly creating a balance issue. [ A nice judgement at the end. ]

More evidence that suggests the view i¢ valid, i¢ that the (abovr and Conservative Partiec are the only parties that
have been in qovernment cince 1922. From 1922 to 2019 there has been no general election that either the (abovr

o or Conservative Party have not won. This shows that the two parties are the only parties that matter becavce they

g are the only partiec to ever be in government. Countering this, there was a coalition between the (iberal Democrat
Party and the Conservative Party in 2010 implying that other political parties do still matter and have an /'uf/ueuce.,..
in our political syctem. This all shows that the only two political parties that matter are the Conservative and Labour :
Party becauce they have always been in government and even when another political party was in government they
were still a coalition with the Conservative Party, cignifying that f/ni Conservative and Labour Party have alwaye held

more power in our political cystem.

[ Repeating the previous sentence, not exploring it. ] [ Here they are presenting the opposing view. ]

[ AQO3, but is it backed up with good AO1 and AO2? j




This view could however be ceen ac invalid becavce there are other seats in Parliament being held by parties and

',-./nde/:endeut candidates aside from the Concervative and Labour Party. The Scottich National Party have 98 ceats

in Parliament and they have had an influence on our political syctem as they made higher edvcation in Seotland free.
This chows that other partiec and independent candidatec do matter in our political syctem otherwise they would /mve.
no ceats in Parliament and no inflvence on public policy. That being caid, independent candidates and political parties
acide from the Conservative and Labour Parties only hold under 100 ceatc in Parliament, whereac the Conservative
and Labour Party have almoct 600 ceats together in Parliament. The view ctill remains valid as the Concervative and
Labouvr Party are clearly the most dominant political parties in au; political syctem

Would have been better here
to show just how significant

the SNP have been in making
the case for independence.

Opposing view, but hasn't it been said

Good jud t at the end. ]
more briefly in the first paragraph? [ oodjudgement atthe en

After reviewing all of the evidence, the view that the Conservative and (abour Partiee are the only parties that matter
in our political syctem ctill remains valid. This ic proved by one of the two parties always being in government since
the 1920¢ and currently holding nearly 600 of the ceats in Parliament altogether.

(]

[ Simple conclusion which reasserts its view. ]

This essay is solid across all 3 AOs. It is a bit descriptive in parts and repetitive in others, but it does a good job of
addressing the question and asserts a view.

AO1: Level 3
AO2: Level 3
AQO3: Level 3
Overall Level L3 16/30



‘Evaluate the view that the only political parties that matter in our political system are
the Labour and Conservative Parties’

I ctrongly disagree with the statement that the only political partiec that matter in our political system are the
Labovr and Conservative Parties due to the inflvence that third parties have on the political climate and the valuable
contribution minor parties add. Although, with regard to electione, the Concervative and (abour Parties are the
only cuccecsful parties, third parties still matter in the political cystem ac in recent years they are very valuable in

bringing forward different iccves, therefore I dicagree with the ctatement.
[

A solid introduction which gives context
to the debate and has a judgement.

I dicagree that the only partiec that matter in our political cystem
are the (abovr and (Conservative Partiec as the third parties Judgement.

ctill inflvence the political climate. Minority parties influence the

political climate ac they precsurice the government to addrecs their

iccues. Minority parties are veually cingle-iccue parties as they focus

on one topic or belief, cuch ac the Green Party who focuc their

manifecto on environmental impact and social juctice. The Green Good knowledge, example,
Party have influcnced the political cystem immensely as they ched. .| depth and relevance.

wayc to tackle these iccues which have uu.a.(gqézfed//y ‘nflvenced major
partiec to focus on these preccing icsues. In 2019, Labour partially
focused their manifesto on a ‘green industrial revolvtion), whilct
promicing to create ‘1 million green jobe in the energy sector and
through wnationwide home refurbishmente in a bid to tackle the
elimate cricic’. These green policies have been influenced from minor
partiec that, althovgh they do not have many ceate in the Hovse
of Commons, have an undovbtedly crucial presence in the political
cystem and therefore matter. Arquably the biggect political event in @7 "7

decadec ic Brexit. This proposition wage initiated by UKIP, a minor Probably should have stuck to one
example in this paragraph. Makes

it far too long, and a bit confusing.
A good example of ‘less is more’.

party. The extreme-right party focused on the iccve of immigration
and the ‘rectoration of sovereignty’ Nigel Farage, the previous party
leader, ctated that he ‘want[c] our country back’ which cavght the
attention of many Eurocceptic, anti-immigration voters, therefore
influencing major parties to agree with this propocal. 50% of the
electorate said that immigration was a cause for concern, with 30%
caying that immigration would largely influence their vote. This
popularity that initiated with a minor party hac led to the biggect
political controversy, influencing not only major parties but cparking
debate acroce the UK. This reflects the vital impact that minor

parties have on the political cystem, contradicting the ctatement Judgement.

and Labour.



. However, althovgh the minor parties influence the political cystem, they are concistently proven vupopular amongst

" the electorate, minimicing the influence that they could have ac they lack the ceatc to have an impact. After the 2010
coalition, the (ib Dems, who before 2015 had 57 ceats, lost 49 of their seate after proving very unpopular following
their coalition. The failure of the (ib Deme demonstrates that third parties have a very short window of influence,
proving that they do not matter ac much as the major pakt/er.‘

Here they address the opposing view Is this their judgement? If so, it is
to the one above, albeit briefly. different from their stated judgement.

® In conclusion, minor parties cuch as UKIP and the Green Party have a very valuable place in the political system as

] they inflvence cociety or major parties with their beliefs, despite their lack of seats in the Commons. Some could argue
that the major partiec implementing these ideas make the work of third parties irrelevant ac they are only briefly
influential, however I believe that the third parties are vital to the cystem.

Here is an interim judgement, recognising
that smaller parties do matter.

Some could arque that the only parties that matter in our political system are the Labour and Concervatives because

of their congcistent electoral success, making the UK adopt a 2-party syctem. The Conservative and Labour Party

are svccessful parties dve to their experience in government, their cupportere and their Funding. Since 1935, the

government has alternated between a Conservative and (abour rule, gathering many members of their partiec and
otherefor many donationc. In the run vp to the election in 2019, there was a total of £30.2Zmillion in donationc,
with £19.4million going to Concervatives and £5.4 million towards Labour. These donatione, donated by individuals,

companies or trade unions, reflect how the country cupports the parties and how much the electorate truct the

experience of the parties to fulfil their role succescfully. The minor parties receive considerably less, with Sinn Fein
receiving £144,650, demonstrating the lack of cupport minor parties have.

A solid point.

The two main partiec are richer than minor parties and can use money to their advantage, allowing the major parties,
who receive much more than minor parties, to continue the dicparity between parties, giving the major partiec an
e unfair advantage. During the Coronavirus pandemic, research wac orchestrated to reflect how the public view the
] government’s capabilitiee, and 60% of the public said that they truct the Government, the highest fiqure in 20 years.
The increase in governmental trust, especially in timee of cricis, increaces the likelihood of the major partiec to be
re-elected as they are demonctrating to the public that they are the most competent in (ooking after the covntry. Due
to the increace in governmental truct and the advantages that major partiec have over minority parties; it ic partially
accurate to co accume that the only political parties that matter in the political system are Concervatives and Labour.

Ideally the student should stop here and move to the counter
argument. Instead it adds a different argument which is confusing.



However, althovgh these partiec are concictently elected, many people are abetaining From voting as neither party
ceems like a viable option for them as thece partiec often ignore problems that the electorate want to be covered, cuch
a¢ the climate iccue. 20% of voters were bored of Brexit and many believed the Government were cide-tracking other
important icsues, leading to 49% of the UK electorate to abstain from voting. Furthermore, 2010°c coalition indicated
that the ability of the government is in cerious question and the decirability of thece parties ic on a steep decline.

L4

This counter argument does not relate and is quite weak — needs really
to be about growing vote share/seat share in the various
elected bodies in UK for minor parties?

In conclusion, it couvld be argued that the only parties that matter in our political syctem are Conservatives and

(abovr as they accumulate the most votes, donations and support. o

This interim judgement is arguing the opposite to the previous one, which would be OK if
it was explained in the context of the overall judgement being reached in the whole essay,
i.e. ‘even though in this case Labour and Conservative are the only parties that matter,
this does not detract from the overall view argued that smaller parties matter too'.

Finally, I dicagree that the only political parties that matter are (abour and
Conservative because the minor parties reprecent icsues that impact a smaller
percentage of people however are equally as prescing. The minor parties represent
icsues that aren’t covered in the major parties manifectos, cuch ac the Women'e
Equality Party who want to achieve a scociety that values and embracec the role of
women and minoritiec. In 2016 in their firct election they accumvlated 350,000 votes
which gave the party a cpotlight, allowing other parties to recognice that there ic a
lack of women reprecentation in politics and a lack of policiec that aim to achieve an
equal cociety. After their cuccecsful firct election, (abour recogniced the importance
of their manifecto regarding the violence towards women and began their own ctrategy
to combat viclence against women in Liverposl. The attention a minority party received
From a major party reflects that although the major parties implement or represent
thece policiec, in order to achieve the bect in cociety, it is a necescity to have minor
partiec who cpeak for the vnreprecented.

However, althovgh these minority parties achieve recognition, they ctill lack the ability to reprecent thesce views in the
Houce of Commons and they lack the opportunity to make a difference on a national ccale as they are underfunded.
Their cingle-iccue mindset can be ceen as a setback ac many people cannot relate to thece minority iccues and
therefore hac no additional benefit to them, therefore they will never achieve a (arge percentage of the vote. These
parties have a dicadvantage as they do not have the popularity of major parties and do not have the funds to make

themeelves known, therefore they remain somewhat irrelevant in the political cystem.
e

[Agoin is this a judgement? It goes against the stated view.]

FRUUUTRR
A judgement.

Too similar to argument
in first section.




In conclucion, minor parties are crucial for representing thoce who are dicadvantaged ® el
or the minorities of cociety. They edvecate and bring forward ideas to make cociety Interim judgement.
fairer for everyone and wnot just the majority. However, due to their small audience,
they will remain a cmall party therefore unable to reach a proper pocition in the
political cystem. However, their impact is still advantageouve to the political cystem ac
they make parliament more democratic, therefore I dicagree with the statement that

the only partiec that matter are Concervativec and Labour.

In conclusion I ctrongly dicagree with the ctatement that the only political partiec that matter in our society are
(abovr and Concervatives as the minority parties make parliament more democratic. The minority partiec cuccessfully
influence major parties and cociety, which (¢ a nececcity ac it educates those about vnreprecented, preccing icsues
cuch a¢ climate change. Although the major parties have many more cupporters and a very high chance in electoral

cuccecs, the minority parties still play a valvable role in the political cystem as they continve to influence parliament.
°

This is a good, nuanced conclusion, agreeing
that Labour and Conservatives matter most,
but minor parties STILL matter too.

This essay’s biggest weakness is a lack of planning and thought. It jumps around from place to place and is also repetitive.
It is so long, the student would have been better to spend more time thinking and planning and less time writing. It
could be half as long and twice as good. The first paragraph shows some excellent quality knowledge and depth. The
judgement also jumps all over the place.

AO1: Level 4
AO2: Level 3

AO3: Level 2
Overall Level L3 18/30



